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Babylonian Parallels to the Hebrew Creation-Narrative. 
The discovery of no Assyrian Babylonian records has aroused 

greater interest than did that of the Babylonian creation-story by 
George Smith in X 87 5. Something of its immense significance for 
the story of Hebrew religion was at once recognized. Since that tizle 
many additional fragments of the Babylonian story have been found 
and m ade public. Now comes a work by L. W. King, She Seven 
SabZeZs of CreaZzon, or Zhe BabyZonzan and Assyrian Legends concerning 
Zhe CreaZzon of Zhe Wor/d and of Mankzd (London: Luzac & Co., 
I902) containing twenty-one of the previously published fragments, and 
twenty-eight now published for the first time; the result is an almost 
complete restoration of the original Babylonian story. 

Among the more important points of contact with the Hebrew story 
which now appear are: ( I ) the fact that the Babylonian story was 
written on seven tablets, with which may be compared the framework 
of the seven days of creation in Gen. I: 1-2: 4a; (2) accord- 
ing to each account a watery chaos preceded the creation of the 
universe; (3) in both stories light is called into existence before the 
creation of the heavenly bodies; (4) the creation of a firmament with 
waters above and waters below appears in both and is placed before the 
creation of the heavenly bodies; (5) the creation of the sun, moon, and 
stars, with the establishment of the seasons, is very similarly described 
in both; (6) the creation of man is the climax in both accounts. The 
tablet containing the story of man's creation is now for the first time 
published. 

Primitive Writing and the Old Testament. 
In a recent volume, entitled She lEzrsZ Bz/e, Colonel C. R. Conder 

discusses ably the earlier forms and uses of writing in connection with 
the origin of our Old Testatnent books. He reaches the following 
conclusions: (I) In the time of Moses the literature of western Asia 
was preserved on tablets of brick and stone, and in the cuneiform 
script. (2) The Hebrews used such tablets down to about 600 B. C.; 
and, like the Canaanites, appeared to have used cuneiform writing. 
(3) The alphabet did not come into use among them until about I000 

3I7 

Babylonian Parallels to the Hebrew Creation-Narrative. 
The discovery of no Assyrian Babylonian records has aroused 

greater interest than did that of the Babylonian creation-story by 
George Smith in X 87 5. Something of its immense significance for 
the story of Hebrew religion was at once recognized. Since that tizle 
many additional fragments of the Babylonian story have been found 
and m ade public. Now comes a work by L. W. King, She Seven 
SabZeZs of CreaZzon, or Zhe BabyZonzan and Assyrian Legends concerning 
Zhe CreaZzon of Zhe Wor/d and of Mankzd (London: Luzac & Co., 
I902) containing twenty-one of the previously published fragments, and 
twenty-eight now published for the first time; the result is an almost 
complete restoration of the original Babylonian story. 

Among the more important points of contact with the Hebrew story 
which now appear are: ( I ) the fact that the Babylonian story was 
written on seven tablets, with which may be compared the framework 
of the seven days of creation in Gen. I: 1-2: 4a; (2) accord- 
ing to each account a watery chaos preceded the creation of the 
universe; (3) in both stories light is called into existence before the 
creation of the heavenly bodies; (4) the creation of a firmament with 
waters above and waters below appears in both and is placed before the 
creation of the heavenly bodies; (5) the creation of the sun, moon, and 
stars, with the establishment of the seasons, is very similarly described 
in both; (6) the creation of man is the climax in both accounts. The 
tablet containing the story of man's creation is now for the first time 
published. 

Primitive Writing and the Old Testament. 
In a recent volume, entitled She lEzrsZ Bz/e, Colonel C. R. Conder 

discusses ably the earlier forms and uses of writing in connection with 
the origin of our Old Testatnent books. He reaches the following 
conclusions: (I) In the time of Moses the literature of western Asia 
was preserved on tablets of brick and stone, and in the cuneiform 
script. (2) The Hebrews used such tablets down to about 600 B. C.; 
and, like the Canaanites, appeared to have used cuneiform writing. 
(3) The alphabet did not come into use among them until about I000 

3I7 

CllYteat Witeratere. CllYteat Witeratere. 


	Article Contents
	p. 317

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Biblical World, Vol. 21, No. 4 (Apr., 1903), pp. 243-320
	Editorial
	Present Knowledge and Influence of the Bible [pp. 243-247]

	The Place of Sacrifice among the Primitive Semites [pp. 248-259]
	In What Particulars Is the Bible More or Less Familiar Than Fifty Years Ago? A Symposium [pp. 260-273]
	The Religious Life of the Orthodox Jews in Palestine [pp. 274-280]
	Psalm 19:1-6: An Interpretation [pp. 281-283]
	The Need of a New Apologetic: From the Point of View of Science [pp. 284-290]
	The Study of Early Old Testament Traditions [pp. 291-296]
	The Place of Action or Deeds in a Religious Education [pp. 297-301]
	Comparative Translation: Exodus 20:7. A Study in Modernizing the English Bible [pp. 302-303]
	Work and Workers [pp. 304-308]
	Book Reviews
	Review: untitled [pp. 309-311]
	Review: untitled [p. 311]
	Review: untitled [pp. 311-312]
	Review: untitled [pp. 312-313]
	Review: untitled [pp. 314-316]

	Current Literature
	Babylonian Parallels to the Hebrew Creation-Narrative [p. 317]
	Primitive Writing and the Old Testament [pp. 317-318]
	Is the Decalogue Rightly Assigned to the Times of Moses? [pp. 318-319]
	Are Christian Scholars Open-Minded? [pp. 319-320]




